
SUPREME CONSTITUION OF THE  
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

 
Chapter I – The Supreme Council    Chapter VI – Board of Directors 
Section:       Section: 

1. Establishment      35. Board of Directors 
2. Powers       36. Power and Authority 
3. Meetings – Special Sessions    37. Additional Power and Authority 
4. Who Compose      38.       Committees 
5. Limited Vote      39. Committee on Ceremonial 
6. Election Time      40. Executive and Finance Committee 
7. Election Term      41. Committee on Audit 
8. Selection of Supreme Officers   42. Committee on Charters 
9. Powers and Authority     43. Committee on Supplies – Duties 
10. Meetings      44. Order of Business 

 
Chapter II – State Councils     Chapter VII – Funds of the Order  
Section:       Section:  

11.      Organizational      46. General Account Fund  
12.      Membership – Officers Eligibility   47. Separate Account for Accident & Health 
13.     Meetings – Powers – Special Sessions   50. How Deposited 

   51. Disbursement of Funds 
Chapter III – State Councils      52. Specific Designation 
Section:        53. Earnings 

14. Territorial Deputy     54. Mortgage Condition 
15. Supreme Knight to Preside    55. Limitation of Deposit 
16. “Member” Defined 
17. How Amended or Repealed   Chapter VIII – State Councils 

Section: 
Chapter IV – Meeting of the Supreme Council   56. Power and Authority 
Section:        57. Levy Assessments 

18. Quorum      58. Vacancies 
19. Appointment of Committees    59. Term of Service – State Deputy 
20. Credentials 
21. Order of Business    Chapter IX – State Deputies 

 22. Committee on Laws    Section: 
 23. Committee on Good of Order    60. Powers and Duties 

24. Committee on Mileage    61.       Expenses 
25. Other Committees 
27. Mileage and Per Diem   Chapter X – District & Territorial Deputies 

Section: 
Chapter V – Supreme Officers     62. Powers and Duties  
Section:        63. When to Act Outside of District 
 28. Supreme Knight     64. Expenses 

29.       Deputy Supreme Knight    65. Territorial Deputies - Duties 
30.       Supreme Secretary      
31.       Supreme Treasurer      
32.       Supreme Advocate      
33.       Supreme Chaplain      
34.       Supreme Physician      

 
 



Chapter XII–Benefits, Contributions & Assessments  Chapter XIV-Laws Governing the Subordinate  
Section:        Councils 

69.       Definitions      Section:  
70.       Amount       120. No Liability Until Initiation 
71. Beneficiaries       121. Transfer to Insurance–Additional  
72. To Whom Paid       Information 
73. When Not Paid      122. Council Funds 
74. When Due       123. Assessments By Councils 
75. No Advance Payment      124. Meetings 
76. Not Controlled by Will     125. Order of Business 
77. When Beneficiary Not Named    126. Officers 
78. Benefit Certificate      128. Election 
79. Change of Beneficiary     129. When to Qualify 
80. Conditions of Benefit Certificate    130. Bond Required 
81. Proof of Death       131. Vacancies 
83. Disability Waiver Benefit Claims    132. Delivery of Books  
84. Notice of Assessment      133. Suits or Actions To Be Upon 
85. Payment of Assessments or Contribution    Authority of Council 
86. Resolution of Disputes Regarding Financial     
 Benefit Products     Chapter XV – Duties of Council Officers  
87. Liability of Council     Section:  
88. Maintenance of Insurance After Suspension, Etc.  135. Grand Knight 

          136. Deputy Grand Knight 
Chapter XIII – Miscellaneous      137. Chancellor 
Section:         138. Recorder 
 92. Eligibility For Office      139.     Financial Secretary 

93. Elections       140.     Treasurer 
94. Past – Officers Entitled to Title Of    141.     Lecturer - Duties 
95. When Laws Take Effect     142.     Advocate - Duties 
96. Authority to Conform Laws To State Laws   143.     Warden – Duties 

144. Guards – Duties 
Chapter XIV–Laws Governing the Subordinate Councils     145.      Board of Trustees - Duties 
Section:              
 97. How Instituted      Chapter XVI – Medical Examiners - Duties 
 98. Granting of Charter     Section:   
 99. Number of Members      146. Medical Examiner - Definition 

100. New Councils       147. Appointment of Medical Examiners 
101. Qualifications For Membership    148. Qualification 

 102. Approval of Insurance Membership    149. Removal 
103.     Form of Application      150. Examinations – When Legal 
106. To Whom Presented      151. Duties 

 108. Admission Committee     152. Fees 
 109. Disposition of Application     153. New Councils – Examinations 

110. Notice to Councils      154. Disposition of Papers 
111. Application – Where Made     155. Privacy of Examination 
112. Inspection of Ballot 

 113. When Several Candidates 
 114. Rejection – Effect Of 
 116. When Initiation Stayed 
 117. When Initiated 
 118. Amount of Fees 
 119. Candidates – Where Initiated           



Chapter XVII–Misconduct & Nonfeasance of Councils  Chapter XXI–Removal of Proceedings, Appeals  
Section:        & Procedure 

156. Ipso Facto Suspension    Section:  
157.     Offenses of Councils      189.     Removal of Proceedings   
158. How Suspension, Etc. Ordered    190. Transfer of Papers   
159. Summary Suspension      191. Further Proceedings  
160. Notice and Effect of Suspension    192. Right to Appeal  
161.     Provision For Member and Certificate   193.    Appeal To the Board of Directors 

Holders of Suspended Council    194.    In Other Cases to Whom   
   195. Must B0e in Writing   

Chapter XVIII–Misconduct & Nonfeasance of     196.    Appellant to Perfect Appeal 
Members & Officers        197. Records Furnished Appellant 
Section:         198. Time of Decision 

162.     Misconduct & Nonfeasance members &    199.     Appeals to Board of Directors -  
Officers        Procedure 

163. Additional Offenses of Officers    200.     Original Evidence Only 
164.     Financial Secretary’s Duties in Ipso Facto    201.     Bond May Be Required 

Forfeiture       202. Ipso Facto Forfeiture Not Affected 
 165. Summary Suspension by Board of Directors   203. Appeals – When Not Allowed 
  and Supreme Knight      204. Costs of Appeal 
 166. Summary Suspension by State Deputies, Etc.  205. In Other Cases 
 167. Charges Must Follow Summary Suspension   

168. Ipso Factor Forfeiture – Members   Chapter XXIV – Reinstatement, Readmission, 
169. Effect of Suspension of Members   Reapplication & Reactivation 

Section: 
Chapter XIX – Trial of Members & Officers of     216.     Reinstatement of Insurance 
Subordinate Councils       217.     Restoration of Membership 
Section:         218. Does Not Affect Ipso Facto 
 170. Right to Trial        Suspension 

171. Complaints – How Made     219. After Suspension For Definite Time 
172. Notice to Accused      220. After Indefinite Suspension 
173.   Pleas          221. Benefit Certificate 
174. Charges Forwarded to District Deputy   222. Reinstatement Must Be Legal 
175.     Trial Committee      223. Reinstatement of Councils 
176. Citation   
177. Advocate       Chapter XXV-Transfers-Withdrawals- 
178. Trial       Membership Cards 
180.     Fines and Costs     Section: 
181. When Grand Knight Accused      224. Right to Transfer 

225. Action Upon Presentation 
Chapter XX – Trial of Supreme & State Officers    226. Disposition of Transfer Application 
Section:         227. Initiation and Dues on Transfers 
 182. Suspension or Removal From Office    231.     Transfers to Form New Council 
 183.     Charges – How Preferred     233. Insurance Not Affected 

184. Trial        235. From Associate to Insurance 
185. Decision       236. From Insurance to Associate 

 186.     Loss of Salary       237. Withdrawal Card 
187. Pending Charges Not to Officiate    239. After Withdrawal May Rejoin 
188. Charges Against District Deputies and Chapter  240. Membership Cards 

Chapter Officer 
 
 



Chapter XXVI - Miscellaneous 
Section: 

241. Council May Make By-Laws 
242. Chapters 
243. Council Books to Be Accessible to Officers 
244. Time When Degrees Conferred 
245. Liquors Prohibited at Meetings or Degree 

Word of Order 
 246. Council and Officers Not to Exceed 
  Authority 
 248. Help to Distressed Members 
 249. Merging of Councils 

250.     Amendments 
 

Amendments as of 2002 Charter Constitution Laws 
Section 86 in Chapter XII 


