
THE BYSTANDER EFFECT 

This problem has infected us at every turn.  The Bystander Effect- “declining to take action because I 

think somebody else will.”  How many times have we sat idly by when we see a neighbor needing help, 

thinking, “someone will be home soon and help her.”  Or, how often have we seen a crime committed, 

even if it’s just shoplifting or a traffic violation and thought “someone will catch them and handle it.”  Or, 

“they already have enough people saying the Rosary at Planned Parenthood today, I don’t need to go.”  At 

our Councils and Assemblies, sometimes the 80-20 rule rules.  80 % of us figure the other 20% will get 

the job done… 

Do you wonder why same-sex marriage has gained a foothold in our society?  Or why abortion is so 

readily accepted and encouraged? Or why the flag of our country is disrespected? The people supporting 

theses agendas don’t abide by the bystander effect. As a result, they control the things that we abhor. And 

their beliefs control the outcome for the many. 

The “bystander effect” is an easy way to release control to others. It’s also an easy way to allow our 

Councils and Assemblies to become stagnant.  We are the most important part of any activity.  Why?  

Because each of us  bring  unique ideas and experience that only we have.  A good recipe requires good 

ingredients.  If I remove myself from the recipe, it loses something.  Besides, isn’t it always the bystander 

that gets tire splash as the rest of the world drives by?—Bruce Tawson, State PR 

 

 


